We appreciate your interest in and thoughtful comment on our study. We absolutely agree with you that knee pain may result from flexion contracture due to increased compression on the patellofemoral joint in children with cerebral palsy. 1) This is one of the well-known but not evidence-based rationales. Therefore, in this study, we hypothesized that flexion contracture of the knee joint is a risk factor of anterior knee pain. However, this study, which is the largest to date, showed contradicting results with statistical significance. 2) Thus, the interpretation of the results may be controversial.
We agree that other methods can be used to assess flexion contracture of the knee joint, including assessment of quadriceps spasticity. We consider adding the assessment method as a risk factor of anterior knee pain in cerebral palsy patients in the future study design.
Thank you once again for your comment.
